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and evangelised by French missionaries, so that when, at
the beginning of the century, Spain ceded the territory to
France the future of the West seemed to depend upon
that country, while French influence took an even deeper
hold. But Napoleon needed money, and the rapidly
growing population of the Eastern States was chafing to
cross the mountain barrier, so Louisiana was sold and a
great western movement began. " Over the mountains,
the great valley two thousand miles wide, with its
unified river system four thousand miles long, opened an
empire such as man had never seen. . . . Louder aad
louder rose the sound of the Saxon. Along the -whole
front of the moving American * West,* a myriad ases
swung .. * as the trees crashed and the clearings multiplied
with incredible swiftness." *
In the seething years that ensued, the Mississippi valley,
krgely French and Catholic, found a strong element of
stability in its numerous Creole2 families, and these families
needed schools for their sons and daughters, many of
whom were sent to France, while the others were entrusted
to the Jesuits in St. Louis or to the Ursuline nuns of New
Orleans. It was at this convent, the oldest in the States,
that Mother Duchesne received a welcome which will
always be remembered with gratitude by the Society of tibe
Sacred Heart.
After a disheartening beginning at St. Charles and
Florissant, the Society gathered together one hundred pupils
at Grand Coteau, and over two hundred at St. Michael
These schools were unfortunately to decrease in numbets
1 The Epic af America, James Truslow Adams, p. 146.
* Paul Beckwith in CMu & St. Louis (St. Loois, 1893), defines a Creok as
" ooe bom of European patents in the American colonies of France and Spain, or
in the United States which once were such colonies, especially those of French or
Spanish descent who ate natives of Louisiana,"